
Welcome to West Hill      

Primary Academy
a Golden Thread Alliance School

Pennie Hills 

Assistant Head, EYFS and KS1

No limits, only possibilities

‘Play is the spontaneous    

expression of thought 

and feeling’ –

Friedrich Froebel



Thank you for choosing West Hill Primary Academy.

We aim to give you the information you need to 

support you and your child as they continue their 

learning journey at West Hill.

We will introduce you to the Trust central team 

and West Hill staff.

We will be setting out our plans for transition and 

giving you information for the first few weeks in 

September.

Any questions pennie.hills@golden-thread.org

mailto:pennie.hills@golden-thread.org


The Golden Thread Alliance family of 

schools
Respect, Responsibility, Equality, Courage, Integrity, Ambition and Kindness.

Work together to ensure opportunities across the Trust are consistent 

whilst maintaining the individuality of each school. 

Supportive of each other and ensure the best outcomes for all pupils. 

Day to day running is the responsibility of the head teacher and senior 

leadership team.



Key people at West Hill Primary Academy

Senior leadership team

Katy Ward – Head Teacher, West Hill Primary Academy

Pennie Hills – Assistant Head – EYFS and KS1

Rachel Roe – Assistant Head – KS2 

Hannah Watson – Assistant Head - Curriculum

Danielle Davenport – Assistant Head – Inclusion(4 days)



Admin Staff

Catherine Wakeman – School Business Manager  

Parmjit Dhesi – Receptionist 

Clare Somerville – Admissions Officer 

Debbie Parish- Admin and Attendance

Jacqui Scarborough – Family Liaison Officer 

Trevor Turner – Site Manager



Reception team

Teaching staff

Orchid Class

Mrs Hills 

Mrs Harvey – Monday and Tuesday

Support staff

Miss Willey, 

Mrs Skeive Mon - Wed, Mrs Fernando Thurs - Fri, Mrs Sultana Wed - Fri

Sunflower Class

Miss Tholley



September 4th, 7th and 8th (Friday, Monday 

and Tuesday) 

Home visits will be completed. The teacher and 

assistant teacher will visit you and your child at home 

to share information, concerns and to answer any 

questions you may have.

Please sign up for the day most convenient to you. 

Appointments will be confirmed via email.



September 9th and 10th (Wednesday and 

Thursday)

Children will spend either a morning or afternoon 

session at school (no lunch).

Morning session 8.30 – 11.10

Afternoon session 12.30 – 3.10

Sessions have been allocated so we have half the 

cohort at each session to enable staff to get to 

know individual children in a quieter atmosphere. 

It gives children time and space to explore the 

environment, build relationships and learn the West 

Hill way.

Any problems, please let us know.



September 11th (Friday)
All children will attend from 8.30 until 12.45pm, 

which includes lunch time.

Monday 14th September children will be in 

school all day 8.50 – 3.10 (doors open at 8.30) unless 

notified.



The Statutory Reception Baseline 2025

• Required by the government

• Has to be completed in the first 6 weeks of starting school

• End results are used to measure schools performance when 

children are in year 6 with SATs



School uniform
Can be purchased from any high street shop or for 

specific uniform TFS in Spital Street.

PE kit is not required in reception. 

Children do not wear ties in EYFS or KS1.

Wellie boots are needed.

Children should bring a plastic water bottle.

Please provide a spare set of clothes in case of 

accidents.

Name everything please!



Lunches

All children in reception, year 1 and 2 are 

entitled to universal free school meals. This is 

different to pupil premium free school meals 

which you need to apply for. If you think you are 

eligible for pupil premium free school meals, 

please speak to the office staff who will be able 

to support you. If you are eligible, please do 

apply as this will help your child in school.

Menus are available by the first week of term so 

that you know what is being offered and can 

order your child’s meal using Relish.

The Trust Catering Manager will say more about 

the dinners offered.





Class Dojo
The online learning platform that we use at 

West Hill for all classes and the school 

community.

We use it to communicate with parents, post 

learning videos, share information, photos etc.

Parents can use it to contact staff as an 

alternative to emails.

During the summer holiday we will be posting a 

story a week read by a member of the EYFS 

team.

You will receive an invitation to join along with 

sign up details via email in July. Please do sign 

up as this will go with you throughout your 

child’s time at West Hill.



We are a cashless school. We use Arbor for 

communication and payments.  

You will receive an email or code inviting you to join 

once your child has started. Please do sign up!

Attendance is important. Please let us know if your 

child is ill. We have an email in place to report 

absences. Details should be in the pack.



Preparing for school
Ensuring your child can do these things will prepare them 
for school:
• Zip up or fasten buttons on their coat
• Put on their coat/sweatshirt/cardigan and take it off
• Put on socks/tights and shoes
• Recognise and/or write their name
• Be independent in their toileting
• Open their water bottle
• Peel a satsuma and banana
• Blow their nose
• Open boxes/packets in their lunchbox
This list is a suggestion only and not obligatory! 

See booklet in your pack for more guidance or the best start in 
life website - Preparing for school - Best Start in Life

https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/preparing-for-school/?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23777357255&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI_5GpuOjZlAMVCqVQBh3uPAvBEAAYASAAEgJwX_D_BwE


The Golden Thread Alliance Reading by 5 strategy
The aim is for children to leave reception reading green level reading books 

linked to the RWI scheme but more importantly to 

develop a love of stories, reading 

and books! 

A variety of

story opportunities for 

children and families 

will be offered

throughout the year to 

support the strategy.

The strategy is separate from the 

National expectation for reading

by the end of reception.



Wrap around care

Breakfast Club 

7am – 8.30am cost £6

Chill after school club

Light chill 3.15-4.30  £8

Mid chill 4.30-6pm    £9.50

Full chill 3.15 – 6pm  £15.00



Any questions…

• Ask now

• Speak to us at the end

• Email pennie.hills@golden-thread.org

Thank you for coming

mailto:pennie.hills@golden-thread.org

